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© Advertiſement. 


* e PHE vllowing Sifcourſs 
Noe was firſt. preached at 
* 75 Haverhill in Suffolk, to 
Na plain, but a very can- 
did — 3 where I have the ſa- 
tisfaction of recommending ſerip- 
ture truth, without incurring the 
cenſute of betraying it. It was at- 
terwards preached at'\Sranborn in 
Eſſex, one of the places where a 
monthly lecture is kept up, in which 
I bear a part, with ſome of my 
neighbouring brethren. It was one 
among ſome diſcourſes preached at 
my own place, upon the ſcripture 
doctrine of juſtification ; and was 
compoſed and preached without 
the leaſt "OE of offering it to pub- 


A 2 lick 


OE” Advertiſement. 

view.” Some of my TY 

aft p e Jeſired 

a copy of it, upon kick, it fell into 
ſome hands, who thought it might 
do ſervice to the Adſe 'of truth to 
publiſh 3 
The Text that is here . 
has (I think) been too little under- 
ſtood, and has been applied in a 
manner never intended by the Apo- 
ſtle. It has been interpreted in a 
way, that has had So le a ten- 
deney to leſſen mens regard for the 
eternal, immutable law of righteouſ- 
neſs. If the following diſoourſe ſhall 
be thought to give a ſeripture view 
of the argument whieh the words 
contain, there will need no apology 
for 1 r DET. + 1626 
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And bo found in fink not n 

nine bun "righteouſnths, which is 
of . the law, but. that wbich it iby - 

n by faith of 7 Ghrift, row ron 
- "nfo APES is E God 'by faith. 


was the deſign of n of 
St. Paul's Epiſtc to ſhow 
that faith in Chriſt, or ſub- 
2 to him, was alone re- 
quired in order to our juſtifi- 
| cation; and that Chriſtians 
have nothing to do with the rituals of the 
law of Moſes. For many pf the Jews who 
did imbrace the Chriftian faith, yet inſiſted 
that the law of Moſes was in force, and that 
obedience to it was neceſſary to Salvation. 

This the Apoſtle oppoſes in almoſt all his 
Epiſtles, and this I would obſerve is the chief 
argument of this Chapter. There were many 
who were for mingling Judaiſm and Chtiſtiani- 
ty together; theſe boaſted that they were cir- 
Gmeſcd, and that they kept the law, and were 
the occafion of great diſturbance to the Gen- 
tile converts, who were taught to pay it no 


regard, 


6 The "Righteouſneſs © 
regard. The Apoſtle bids them beware of 
_ theſe ſeducers, whom he deſcribes in the be- 
ginning of the Chapter, Beware of Dogs, be- 
ware F evil workers, beware F the conti- 
fron. The Apoſtle does not call them the cir- 
cumciſion, but adds, ue are the Circumci- 
fron, who worſhip God in the ppirit, who 
rejoice" in Chriſt 'Feſus, and bave no confi- 
dence in the fleſh. And that they might 
not think he ſpoke-againſt, thoſe things in 
which the Jews truſted out of envy, he ſhew- 
ed, that in regard to à punctual obſervance 
of the law of Moſes, none had greater rea- 


ſon for confidence than himſelf. At the 


4 verſe, Though I migbt | alſo haue confi- 
dence in the fleſh : if any other man thinketh 
be hath whereof be might truſt in the fleſh, I 
more. Then follows a particular account of 
his own pretenſions; he was circumciſed the 
eighth day, of the Stock of Iſrael; which 
was preciſely according to the letter of the 
law; he deſcended lineally from Iſrael, and 
was of the tribe of Benjamin, and ſo was 
not a proſelyte, but a Hebrew of the He. 
Breus. And as the Jews were divided into 
ſeveral ſects, he was of the ſtraiteſt ſect 4 
Phariſee. This now was his righteouſneſs as 
a Jew, which if it afforded any room for 
glorying, none had greater reaſon for it than 
he. Nor was he wanting in his zeal for the 
law of Moſes, that was ſo great, that it car- 
_ ried him to perſecute the church; nay, ſo 
exact was he in that ceremonial . 

i | that 


f Faith explain 2d. 7 


that he was blameleſs. . But what Fins, were 
gain to me, thoſe J counted loſs for Chrift; 
that is, he no ſooner became a Chriſtian, but 
he diſclaimed all truſt in thoſe things, he 
once eſteemed the only ground of his con- 
fidence and hope—and this he did for 
Chriſt's ſake, and that he might depend whol- 
ly on him, reckoning they would be a preju- 
dice to him if be depended any longer upon 
them. Yea doubtleſs, and JI count all things. 
but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrift eſs my Lord. Nay, he declares it as 
his ſettled conviction, that thoſe things in 
which he truſted were loſs and damage, 
compared with the knowledge of Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, of which he was a Preacher and 
an Apoſtle ; for which he gave up all his 
former pretenſions, and did count them but 
dung, (things of no value), bat he might 
win Chrift ; that is, might obtain an intereſt 
in him, and in the blefſings which God by 
Chriſt Jeſus has promiſed unto every Chriſ- 
tian, Then follow the words of the Text, 
And. be found in him, not having mine own 
righteouſneſs, obleh is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith e Ghrift, the rigb- 
teouſneſs which it of God [4 faith. A | 
intend from theſe words, is to ſhow, © * 
What is that righteouſiieſs which the Apo- 5 
ſtle diſclaims. 
And what the e in which 1 
defired to be found. | | 
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* Wat is that dende which the. 
Apoſtle here diſclaims? And that is bis o 
righteouſneſe. - - 

And here I would enquite into the mean- 
ing of this righteouſneſs, and how we are to 


underſtand the Apoſtle when he diſclaims it. 
What is that righteouſneſs of which the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks? This will appear by its being . 


_ the righteouſneſs thut is of the law. It is as 
lain as can be, that hereby he intends his 


former righteouſneſs as a Jew; that is; thoſe 
ceremonial obſervances in which the Jews 


truſted. His own righteouſneſo was that af 


which he had been ſpeaking, which if it had 
been, any ground of confidence, none could 
have had more reaſon for glorying than he, 


for of any man has whereof. Fog may. truſt - 


in.the..fleſh, I more. Circumciſed the eighth © 
day, -of, the. tack of 1ſrael, f the tribe, Be- | 
Jamin,'an Hebrew of the Hebrews; | as touch- 
ing the-law.a Phariſee ; concerning zeal; per-. 
ſecuting the Cburch; touching the ri u, 
neſs tbat it of. the law, blameleſs. ' This. was 


his former righteouſneſs, as a 4 and that 


now he diſclaims." her erg 

Whoever reads the ze, Ant. confi. 
ders the connection of t words, muſt ſee, 
that. they. refer to that. It was in this 


manner the Jews ſought for righteouſneſs, 


by-the works of the, law of Moſes. And 
this it is the Apoſtle oppoſes, in almoſt all his 


Epiſtles, . in thoſe to the Romans and 
$67 87 . | Galatians, 


- —— iz eo 


ol Bars wank 9 
Galatlans, where few tlat 1 law 
(chat is the la of &s) was ſet alide, and 
that whofotver 


5 1 hy be juſtified by the 
law, was fallen frotmm Grate (had renounced 
the Goſpel). Nothing can 1 think be plainer, 
tan that the Apoſtle, when he ſpeaks of his 
own rig hteouſhefs, which he diſclaims, can 
have 0 tefetence a all to the onchatigeable 
law of tighteouſheſs; godlineſs and charity, 
&c. whic Chriſtianity, or the grate of God 


that beingetk falvation. us defig ned to teich 


us. And yet ſotne, without any 5 gerd to 
the plain meaning Ke _ Apoſtle, have re- 


pteſented this is n to that 
plety and godlineſs, b Which the ſeriptüres, and 
elpecially t E. Gofp I evety whete þ of 
as abſolutely gebe vation, Did | 

- Apoltte in the alt is eiere might 
be reaſon to apply'i it, as ſortie have done 
works of piety and righteotiſneh'; 


to | 

Put he 
= ofice Fines at ahy ſuch thing. He 6 aks 
of chat righteouſneſs that e Jews glo- 
10 in, and in which none had been more 
punctual and exact than he. It ag of an eK. 0 
tetnal nature, mere citvals, that had no in- 
triuge worth, ot goddneſs to recommend 
then; Suck as the rite of cifcumicifion, his 
& 'Jeſtent froiti 1702? His being of the tribe" 
„of Benjagnin, Bis 'zeal for the wol Moſes, 
„ . hit petſecutin the Chriſtians.” 2 7 

a 


Mckodlelf of which he 
05 Ge asa Chriſtah be defired” 


to retiounce, I ſhall * ſtand to refer you 
10 


= , — on mt. es. os. B 
2 7 . 4 . 
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rigbtesuſneſi. 
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td other paſſages. This is ſufficient to ex- 
plain what the Apoſtle intends, by bis own 

And yet this, which is the 
plain ſenſe of the A pollle, has betn ſtrangely 


6 overlooked. Nay, this paſſage is continually 


quoted, as a proof that the works of, picty 


and righteouſneſs are of no manner of im- 


portance to our final acceptance with God. 


A notion abſolutely deſtructive of all Re- 


lgiot, and that never once entered into the 
A poſtle $ thoughts, ' If the Apoſtle may be 
allowed to explain his own, meaning, bis 


| words can never be applied to ſuch a ſepſe as 


this. It. is granted, that-no works. of ours 
can properly merit any thing at the hands of 
God. But if he has connected eternal life 
with a faith that works by love, with a fin- 
cere endeayour to do the will of God, (which 
he certainly has) What authority have any,. 
from this, or any other paſſage, to repreſent 
then, as what are to be entirely ſet aſide, as 

of no manner of importance io our accept- 
ance With God? If it can be made 1 


75 that the Apoſtle, in this famous paſſage, re- 


fers to any ſuch thing; or that he intends 


aſide the abſolute n of evangelical 


4 4 
* ” 4 1 14 ? 
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any righteouſneſs but that he once had as a 
Jew, We are ready to give up the cauſe. But 


jf it appears (which it does with the higheſt 


evidence) that it was only a legal, cerems- 


tual righteouſneſs, that he refers to, let this 


paſſage never more be made * uſe of, to ſet | | 


__ Tighteout 


# 2 * 
91 


of Faith RY 1 1 I 


richtecuſueſs, in order to our final ; acceptance i 
and ſal vation. bon 
Having ſhown what theApoſtle donde by 
his own righteouſneſs, it is caſy to apprehend - 
what he intends by diſelaiming of it, —lt 
does not ſignify, as ſome pretend, that he 
only diſclaims it in point of ' Juſtification ; 
he does it abſolutely and without reſerve. 
It was a righteouſneſs intirely ſet aſide by the 
: Goſpel of Chriſt, and that he was now un- 
der no manner of obligation to. Nay, we 


find theApoſtle often oppoſing the perform- 


ing any of thoſe rights, as what laid them 


under obligation to the whole law. It was 
a righteouſneſs that he gave up intirely, and 
that he had no more concern with. But can 
this be ſaid of the unchangeable law of piety 
and righteouſneſs? No; that is of perpetual, 
immutable obligation. And ſo.far was it from 


being the deſign of the Goſpel to ſet. that 


aſide, that it was the great end and deſign of 


it, to inforce and recommend it, to 415 5 


men to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world, 

Thus much for the firſt thing 1 propoſed to 
ſhow, viz, What is that righteouſneſs which 
the Apoltl Ae diſclaims. | 


II. I come now to ſhow, what is that 

righteouſneſs i in which he deſired to be found: 

It is deſcribed under the following terms, 
ted that 


that which is 


12 We Ki Kighteoufarfe 


by the faith of Chrif, the righ- 
eon e . 9 17 
Here I will enguire, (I. \ Wir this righ- 
' feouſ cls is, 4 Show: th it this is what 


ie Apoſtle eſtabliſhes, in jd «hs to that 


ceremoni righteouſneſs, he formerly truſted 
in as a Jew. (3 Point out the ſuitable- 
neſs of this; io AER. Juſtification. 
Let us firſt enquire, Py this > $1 
neck is, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks. | 
Text tells us, it is tbe 7 24.47 of a | 
Which the Apoſtle throughout hi Epi | 
Poſes to that legal righteouſneſs, in which 4 
= truſted, 1 f that (che Apoſtle tells 
| Rom, i, 29) which i 1 and upon 
e them that believe. It is that which was. 
Send 80 come in the room of the law of 
- Moſes, and which was to be the condition 


of ir obtaining righteouſneſs and life. 


8 he Epiſtles of 8. Paul we often find 
827 hy 258 ſed to one another. -The 

E {By —_ the, law of 9 

| . to Juſtificatian — a 

the 1 namely faith, denotes the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and the method of pardon and 
ſalvation e he 
ſpeaks in the Text, of rigbteau/e 
e Chriſt, oy of right 
taining it by 2 and obeying the Goſ- 
pel ; in, op PPP! fition to, that vain expedient, of 

_ the "Jews, ho ſought for. righteouſneſs by 
the works | of the ceremonial bY I it be 
e bow we obgain rig oath 
? 


* 


reveals. Now when 


+... td 


faith? Ta this'] N that we do ſo, in | 
the ſame ſenſe that the Jews ſought to ob- 
uin it by the law of Moſes. It was by fub- 
mitting tg that, from which they looked for 
acceptance with God. And conſequently, 
the. righteouſneſs of faith intends a * 
and hearty ſobjection to Chriſt Jeſus, and 
choſen of accep which he has re- 
vealed. Thin is thus righteoulunſ, by 
faith of Chriſt, Vang Frog 2 5 | 


as it was alike ſuited to the Fs. ext both 
of Jews, and Gentiles. But bere it may be 
aſked . Does not the Apoſtle; when be {þ 
.  * of righteouſneſs, by the faith of Chr , in- 
tend the Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt?” To 
which I anſwer, that the Righteouſneſs of faith, - 
and the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, are ever ſpoke 
2 
166 K is ing req requ gs.3. 4 
is that lical righteouſneſs, which is ſub- 
Aifuted in the room, of that required by the 
law of Moſes Nov the ri hteouſneſs of 
_ Chriſt is quite another thing. It is the Me- 
 diator's own righteogſneſe, ot his doing and 
eee was neceſſary ta the ca- 
| ing 


14 The Narbe 

on, and completing the great work o 
| = redemptign. 4 But his _ 3 
called by the Apoſtle, the righteouſneſs of 
faith.” Chriſt, by his obedience and ſuffer- 

ings, wrought out a righteouſneſs, the bene- 
fits of which will redound to all who be- 
lieve, and obey the Goſpel. The perfect ſu- 
pereminent righteouſnets of the ſon of God, 
or his obedience to the Father's Will in the 
moſt difficult inſtances, was the ground of 
His advancement to the Tight-hand of 'God. 
And it is through him we are accepted ay - 
righteous 1 in the ſight'of God. 


| obedience and righteouſneſs of Chriſt from be- 
ing the means of our Pardon and Juſtification ; 
him we regard as the author of eternal ſal- 
vation; but then he is ſo, to thoſe only who 
believe in and obey him. But 7hough the righ- 
teoufneſ of Chriſt is that to which we would 
ever pay a ſacred regard, yet the righteouſneſs of 
faith is in ſcripture ſpoken of as a different 
thing. It is that upon which we may a 
| Yeo ourſelves that eternal life, which Chriſt 
As by ſuffering and dying for us is im- 
ina to beſtow;—-To eſtabliſh this, as 
= 1 proper ſenſe and meaning of the Text, 1 
| might go over all the 1 where the rigb- 
reouſneſ of faith is ſpoken of; and ſhow, 
that it cannot, in any of thoſe places, intend 
what is aſually called the righteouſneſs of N 
ſus Chi. Thus the Apoſtle Fea of 
comciſion, which Abraham received as . 
5 6 = 


. 
- 


So chat let none think, that we excluds the 25 


SOM 


of. Faith: — 36 
feal of the righteouſneſs of faith, Rotn. iv. 11. 
and it is ſaid in the i zth verſe, that che pro- 
miſe that be ſhould be the Heir of the world, 
' was not to Abraham or to bis ſeed; through 
the lau, but:through the righteouſneſs of faith; 

' + that very faith, which the Apoſtle. tells us 


Vas imputed to him for righteouſneſs : and- 


in the gthchapter, and goth verſe, bat ſpall | 
we ſay tben? that the Gentiles, which followed 
nat after righteouſneſs, have attained to righ- 
teouſneſs,, even the ' righteouſneſs which is of 
faith? The meaning of which is, “ that the 
Gentiles, who were quite ſunk into idola- 
try and vice, and made no ptetences to 


the favour of God, from any performances 


of theirs; yet had attained. to that righ- 
„ teouſneſs, which, will be accepted in 
« order to Juſtification, even a ſincere faith 
« in the Meſſiah, ariſing from a firm truſt 


0 in the truth and Hua of God.“ 80 g 


made righteous 7 beleving, or by that me- 
thod the Goſpel preſcribes It is the ſame 
with what the Apoſtlo calls the righteouſneſi 
of God, Rom. i. 17. For therein is the rigb- 
rcouſneſs of God rev ealtd from faith to faith, 
as it is written, the juſt ſhall live by faith ; 
that is, in the Goſpel. of Chriſt we are. ac- - 

uainted What is "that righteouſneſs which | 
od ks and which he will ac- 

cept 


16 Ae — 

cept of; that it is all of Faith, which they 
Would be intiuled to by believing, or by ſub- 
mltting to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the terms 
of acceptance that are there revealed. In the 
fame ſoniſe we are to underſtand the Apoſtle, 
chapter x. verſe 3. For they bring ignorant of 
God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eftabliſh 
a _ own! righteouſneſs, not ſubmitted to 
the righteouſneſs of God. Of chem does the 
ſtle here Tpeale'; but of the eus? Arid 
t was their own righteouſneſs, Wich 


d 


tmmey endeavouredd to eftaBlith ; and for which 


they fad a mighty zeal, bor the rituals of 
the law of Moes? The ri breche of God 
"which the Apoſtle oppoſes to this, and which 
they were ignorant. of, was the method ap- 
uw of God for the obtaining sbb. 
faith in 45 Choi, who was the 
| wh the law for righteoufteſt unto all them 
bat believe ; 41 ich in 757 — 
' Apoſtle calls he ri 8 2 
Gt 2 1 5 Gut 


5 ſame he here cal phe ri 
No this is quite a d won 
what"the Apoſtls* s of, agu | 

18. when he fays, By the rige! 6 ors 
__(orbyone act of =o neſs) the fre 

: _ * — all to} ores 5 Tide 
poſtle, pollle, indeed "the 4" Dreonf- 
0 of Cher 1 0 Bert 18. 
5 throng which we are reſtoted to the hope of | 
eternal Ife. But this is no where called 


Ide r{gbreouftieſs of Go, or the rig btenuſueſt 
oo JW. FS thr, hong I ou Ake, 


/ | 


moſt regard to the merit 


; teouſneſs of faith? The. anſwer is eaſy; be- 
cauſe it relates to Chriſt Jeſus and his Goſpel, 


of Faith, 6 — 17 


nd righteouſaeſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and would direct others to pay 
the higheſt regard to it, yet it is manifeſt in , 
every paſſage, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
the righteouſneſs. of- faith, he means our be- 
lieving in Chriſt; which the Apoſtle eſta- 
bliſhes as the gaben term of our ac- 
ceptance with Gd. 

If it be aſked, Why i Is it called the righ- ; 


which are the objects of the Chriſtian's faith. 
—— The. great arguments and motives to 
obedience. are taken from things that are 
yet inviſible; and that he is converſant with 
0 by believing. It is not that there is 
any peculiar merit in "believing ; or that 


this, beyond any thing elſe, has any peculiar i 


efficacy in it. For mere belief will turn to 


no account at all. Faith without works is 


dead and unprofitable; and cannot, there- 
fore of itſelf, claim any ſuperior regard from 
God. It is called the righteouſneſs of faith, 
as it ſtands. oppoſed. to the righteouſneſs of 
the law of Moſes. Or it may be thus 


called, as faith, where it is ſincere and ef- 


fectual, becomes an inward principle, diſ- 
poſing to every other branch of — 


teouſneſs and — Without faith it is 


impoſſible to pleaſe. Gad. Religion has its 
foundation in the belief of God, his beine 


and attributes ; and the Chriſtian. religion. is 


tounded 1 in the belief of Chriſt and his Col 
11 „„ 


> | 


nuine faith; produces ' thoſe fruits of righte- 


| docs 


Fun, till the ſerd ſbould come, i. e. till 
FF thould'come, 10 40hom the rn we made 


18 . 9b Righteouſneſs 


pel; which, where ever it is a true and ge- 


be: Sor e by Chriſt Jeſus, to the 


praiſe and glory of God. 


- Thus much for what we are to W 
ſtand by what nnn calls i eee ö 


meſs of Faith. © 


I proceed now (20 to dow 'that this” is 


what the Apoſtle endeavours to eſtabliſh, in 


fition-to that ceremonial righteouſheſs, 
5 which the Jews truſted. | 
That they were to look for-Juſtifieation, 


by the faith of Chriſt, and net from their 


obedience to that poſitive law given to the 
Jews, is the great ſubject of which the Apo- 
ſtle treats in ſeveral of his Epiſtles, eſpec ally 


- in thoſe to the Romans and Galatians, NT 
be eſtabliſhes from various topics, which he 


=_— infiſts upon in thoſe N * 


By ſhowing fiſt, that rhe fav of Moſes was 
et aſide, and that faith {or the Goſpel) was 
ſubſtitated in the room of it. The law was 


but à ſchoolmafter to bring them to Chriſt, 
that they - might be juſtified- by faith, And 


_—_ faith" came (ſais the Apoſtle, i. e. 
before the Goſpel came) nes ugh ane 
be faith that ſhould afterwards be revealed, 
The law of Moſes was only a y ap- 

ntment. It dvds added becauſe of tran ; 


Lai 19. 
He 
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Hs farther eſtabliſhes it, by ſhowing that 
the law bound men over to condemnation 
and death. It was a ſevere and rigorous diſci- 
pline. It threatned death to every tranſgreſ- 
fioo. Could they have yielded perfect obe- 
dience to it, they had been juſtified ac- 
cording to che tenour of it; but this morally 
ſpeaking was impoſſible. On the contrary, 


it declared that the ſoul. that finned ſbuuld he. 


The Apoſtle therefore ſhows, that faith in 
Chriſt, (a way more eaſy and practicable) was 
now revealed, On account of which, the 
' Goſpel, that contains this method, is called 
the miniſtration of life; as the law was the 
miniſtration of condemnation, or death. In this 
light. the Apoſtle repreſents the. caſe Ram. ili. 

20. Therefore by the deeds of the law hall n0 
fleſh be juſtified. For by, the law is. the knows- 
ledge of fin ; but naw the righteouſneſs of God 
without the law is manifeſt, being witneſſed to 
by the law and the prophets, even the ri gb eu 
neſs of God, which is 15 faith in Feſus wa 
unto all and upon all them that believe, 

there is no difference, By the righteouſne/ of 
God without the law; the Apoſtle plainly iN» 
tends the righteouſneſs of faith; and 
meaning is, that this righteouſneſs God wi 
accept, in the room of that perfe& obedience 
which the law required. It implys in it that 
ſincere and effectual faith, whereupon God 
will pronounce them righteous, without 
any difference betwixt Jews and Gen- 


Wes. And in the fallgwing verſe, the oe 7 


De Righteouſneſs 
calls it the /aw of faith, as oppoſed to the 
la of works, and adds at the 29th verſe, - 
| Therefore ue conclude, that a'man is juſtified by 3 
Faith, without the deeds of the law, i. e. by 
faith in Chriſt (or by the Goſpel method) 
without the works of the law of Moſes, 

I might further obſerve, that the Apoſtle - 
eſtabliſhes this, that is faith in Chriſt, as the 

Way that God has appointed for obtaining 
righteouſneſs, by referring to the. Caſe of 
Abraham, who, before. ever the law was 
given to the Jews, was in this manner de- 
clared righteous, namely, by his faith, For the 
Faith of Abraham was counted to him for righ- 
Tecuiſneſi, Rom. iv. 3. And the Apoſtle ſhows, 
in like manner at the 5th verſe, that 7o him 
vo worketh not, but believeth on bim that juſ- 

rifieth the ungodh, his faith is counted for 
righteouſneſs. By bim that worketh not, the 
Apoſtle by no means intends one who never 
performs any act of righteouſneſs or holineſs, 
but him, who does not look for acceptance 
with God upon the foot of the law of Moſes, 
or covenant of works, but believes in Chriſt, 
with that ſincere and effectual faith already 
deſcribed. 

And this was the caſe with Abraham, Who 
though once an Idolater, yet upon account 
of his unſhaken faith and obedience, was ac- 
cepted of God. This is that righteou ſneſs, 
which the Apoſtle eſtabliſhes in oppoſition to 
that legal, ceremonial righteouſneſs, in which 
the Jews truſted ; an which was once the 

matter 
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matter of his own confidence. That former 
righteouſneſs he now abſolutely diſclaims, 
and deſires to be found believing 1 in Chriſt, 
or ſubmitting to his Goſpel, in order to his 
obtaining righteouſneſs and life. The caſe 

of Abrabam, from whence the Apoſtle ar- 
gues, makes. it evident (I think) beyond diſ- 


pute, that the righteouſneſs, in which he 


defired to be found, was the righteouſneſs of 
faith, which is to all, and upon all them that 
believe ; it is that very faith, which the Apo- 
ſtle ſais, will be imputed to us for righteouſneſs, 
if we believe on him who raiſed up Jeſus our 
Lord from the dead, who was delivered for 
our offences, and raiſed again for our Tuſti- 
fication. This is what the Apoſtle endeavours 
to eſtabliſh, And I cannot but think, the 
ſenſe I have given of this Text is the true one. 
If it is not, J confeſs I ſnall for ever r 
at coming at the Apoſtle's meaning. | 
I proceed now to ſhow the ſuitableneſs of 
this in order to our Juſtification, In the 
| firſt place, this is ſuitable to the condition 
and circumſtances of mankind as finners. 
The whole world were guilty before God, 
Mankind had broke the original law of in- 
nocence, and therefore could not obtain 
righteouſneſs and life, upon the foot of the 
covenant of works. Of this fort was the 
law of Moſes ; and though it was conſiſtent 
with the wiſdom of God, to appoint it for 
the time then being, yet Juſtification and 
Life could not be obtained 8555 the terms of 


it. 
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it, Had it been ſo, no other expedient 
would have been pitched upon, For, ſais the 
Apoſtle, Gal. ii. 21. if there had been a low 
| 2 that a have given life, | verily 
| e bad come by the Jaw. This 
ng the "caſe; it was neceflary to have re- 
to ſome 'other expedient, ſuch as. the 
wiſdom of God thought fit to appoint. And 
that is faith in Chriſt, or an hearty ſubjection 
to the Goſpel, and thoſe gracious terms that 
are there revealed. And in the Goſpel, re- 
pentance is taken in together with faith in 
riſt, each of which to prove them ge- 


nine, muſt iſſue in obedience. And 5 this is - 


the method, which the wiſdom and mercy of 
God has pitched - upon, ſo it is admirably 
ſuited to the condition and circumſtances of 


fallen man. Hereby the terms of acceptance 


are ſuited to the weak and frail condition of 
our natures, and are therefore worthy of 
all acceptation, 
Secondly. This method of obtainjng righ- 
- teouſnels by faith, bas a manifeſt ſuitablenets 
in it, as it is alike adapted to the caſe of 
Jews and Gentiles, The law of Moſes was 
calculated only for the Jews; it was a cove- 
' nant of peculiarity, that God entered into only 
— that people. The reſt of mankind had 
no intereſt in the priviledges of that diſpenſa- 
tion; 5 the Jews were ſo vain as to think, 
they only were the favourites of heaven, and 
were for confining the mercies of Gad to 
themſelves, ——But the law could not * 
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fy them. For they, as well as others had 
tranſgreſſed it. Nay, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles were ſinners before God; and it argued 
amazing mercy and goodneſs in God, to 


piteh upon another expedient, wherein he' 


might, in one common. way, have mercy 
upon both. For the righteouſneſs of God, (or 
that which he has appointed by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt) is 10 all, upon all them that be- 
lieve, for there is no difference for all have 
fonned ny ave JO of the glory of God. 
And' the fitneſs, the propriety of this, the 
Apoſtle argues, from the common relation 
in which Sed flood. 10 mankind as their 
creator: E be the God of the Fews only? Is 
be not alſo the God of the Gentiles ? R he is. 
the God of the Gentiles alſo.——By faith in 
Chrift Jeſas, all ate intitled to the fame pri- 

vileges and bleſſings. Faith is now imputed 


for righteouſneſs to all without diſtinction. 


Jes and Gentiles have the ſame 
claim, founded in the mercy of God in 

Chill Jeſus, to pardon and vet life, For 
there is no difference betwixt the Few and the 
Greek : for the ſame Eord over all is rich in 
mercy to all that call upon him; for whoſoever | 
ſhall call upon the name of t the Lord ſhall be 
ſaved. And herein was diſplayed the wiſdom, 
ar well as goodneſs of God. A were con- 
cluded under An, that le might have mercy 
upon all. Rom. xi. 32. And, in the next 
verſe, he breaks out in admiration of the 
wiſdom of God, O, the HEPES: | 

wy Fo 


The Righteous. 
* and knowledge of God / How unſearch=- 
able are his Judge, and his ways paſt find- | 
ing out! / 5 
Wray. God was Slates to, pitch upon. 
this method, of imputing faith for righteouſ- 
neſs, that his mercy and grace mig! it more 


Hache Jews obtained righteouſneſs by the. 
law of works, they would have had .whereof 
toglory: or had any of the ſons of men by 
obedience to that law which they were un- 
der, obtained righteouſneſs, there had been 
But all mankind had 
violated the reſpective laws which they were 
under, and were liable to condemnation. 
Fur. the Jaw (i. e. the breach of it) worketh 
wrath.; and the. Apoſtle adds, therefore it is 
of faith, that it may be by grace. The righ- - 
teoulnels: of faith to which the bleſſing is 
a God is pleaſed to accept in the room 
cfe& obedience. which the law re- 
quired. So that the whole appears a grant of 
That our faith in Chriſt, , 


room for boaſtiog. 


mercy and favour. 
and ſubjection to him, ſhould be a 
onder to Juſtification, was a mercifu 
ment of God; and for Which we muſt for 
ever hold ourſelves indebted to his grace. Fur 
obere is boaſting ? It is excluded. By what - 
law; of works? Nay, but by the law of faith. . 
It is not that our faith, be it ever ſo ſincere, , 
can deſerve that Juſtification which is annex-. 
. God, of his mere mercy and grace, 
bas eſtabliſhed this connection. We muſt 
UNE. 


ccepted in 
| appoint» - 


4 


4 
4 
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' therefore: conclude, .. that by Grace we are 
 feved, through fai th; and that not 9 N 
it is the gift of Ged. 
In the laſt place. Tbis is a which 
at the ſame time that it tends to keep us 
humble, lays foundation for a 7 confi- 
dence in the mercy of Gd. 
The penitent finner has hereupon the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurance of pardon and peace with 
God, And this may convey that ſatisfaction 
which nothing elſe can yield. It may re- 
lieve him under a conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
that if he returns to God by repentance, and 
with that faith which iſſues in obedience to 
the commands of God, he ſhall not come 
into condemnation. - For being juſtified by 
faith, we have peace with Ge through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. v.1, Cc. And at 
the 10th and 11th verſe. Por if when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of bis Son; "mulch more being recon- 
ciled we ſhall be faved by his life. And not only 
fo, but we alſo joy in God, through our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, by l alſo we have received the 
atonement. Thus I have conſidered" what I 
ropoſed from the words, and _— conclude 
with ſome Application. 
(i..) Since the righteouſneſs which the 
Apoſtle diſclaims, was his former righteoul- 
neſs as a Jew; let none take oceaſion from 
this paſſage to depretiate real holineſs, which 
maſt be of the utmoſt impottance to out 
eee nn merit at the 
D hands 


+6 te — 
bands of God, by any thing that we can 
do, is a vain pretence. What proportion 
can there be, between the beſt of our ſer- 
vices, and chat eternal life, which the Ba - 
pel promiſes? And yet the practice of righ- 
teouſneſs is abſolutely neceſſary to our final 
bleſſedneſs. But the importance of it has 
been greurly leſſened, by repreſepting it as 
baving no influence upon our figal accept- 
ance with God. 
Will it foffice tay, ** that it yo 
1 fary,” and it in terms that un- 
avoidably e low and flender ſenſe 
of the importance of it? Cannot we pay all 
due to the death of Chriſt, his me- 
ze (through e alone we are ac- 
_ *cepted of God) and yet aſſert the im- 
kerne of holine in order to our intereſt 
in 180 and bleſlings he has graciouſly 
promiſ . 
16 it enough to ſay, - that the law of righ- 
4 teouſneſs is, es] arule of life,” and hen 
_ \tepreſent'it as not worth @ cup of cold water, 
as a dead letter, and tell men they muſt re- 
nounet it? — Declaim upon the danger and 
hazard of maintaining too high a regard for 
that which is the glory of a man, the chieſ 
excellence and ornament of a Chriſtian ? — 
Ts there no medium between meriting at the 
hands of God, claiming heaven ap « Wied | 
- conſideration for ou, en and telling 
men, they are of no importance to to their 
bes rain 3 nu. to 
C: cer 


wu 
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ſteer between theſe two extremes. It is the = 
miſunderſtanding ſuch a paſſage, that has lead 
many to-degrade.mpral righteouſneſs”; nor is 
it difficult, by the wrong application of ſuch 
a Text, to work up ſome fort of N to 
2 fovereign contempt of it. £ 
And what had laid the foundation for 
this? But ſpeaking in the fame leſſening, de- 
| ſpicable terms of piety and righteouſneſs, 
that the Apoſtle every where does of the | 
rites and ceremonies of the law of Mar. 
| But can it be thought that this is right? 


Surely there is a material difference betwixt - 


that legal ceremonial righteouſneſs, in which 
the Jews- truſted, and that Picty, Godlineſs 
and Charity, which it is the great deſign of 
Chriſtianity-to improve and cultivate. Do 
we think our bleſſed Lord had fuch low 
thoughts of it, when we find him, in his 
excellent ſermon | upon the mount, from the 
beginning to the end of it, (peeing vpon 
men à regard for the eternal of righ- 
teouſne ſs, as abſolutely neceſſary to any * 
of happ NE rnd * pt that except ye ey 
righteouſneſs exceeded the righteou f 
25 and Phariſees, they Fw: 1:4 25 wiſe 
enter into the kingdom” of heaven hi 
was the law that Ghrift* came not to. deſtroy, 
but to fulfil, —He has taken it into his 
religion; and this, together wirh faith in 
him, is that evangelical . righteouſneſs, to 
which the promiſe of cterna life in Chriſt 
Jeſus * where made. Did our bleſ-. 


* 
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ah it will be beſtoet, while the be- 
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ſed Lord uſe that caution / that many do 
(who would be thought the beſt expounders 


of his mind and will) in ſpeaking 55 the ne- 
ceſſity of good works, when in the 2 5th 


chapter of the Goſpel of St. Matthew, he 
ſhows men will at the laſt day be. dealt 
with, according to the prevalence of the 


amiable temper and ſpirit of the Goſpel 3 


and that. they will be acquited hereafter, not 
ſo much upon the ſcore * their faith, as 


* their charity? _ 


And what if S Paul, ja 1 againſt 5 
Jews, tells them, that the law (of Moſes) | 


| Was 4 dead letter, a pole of. bondage, &c. is 


it not ſtrangely to pervert his meaning to 
underſtand it of the «ternal, : immutable law 


of, ; God, the practice of which; can never be 


diſpenſed with, but is of the utmoſt i import 
ance to his acceptance? Not that we would 


build, men up in ptide and preſumption; 
but ſure we may ſhow the neceſſity of ho- 


lineſs to ſalvation without this. We Mill 
acknowledge that we ate unprofitable, ſer- 
vants; that eternal life is the gift of God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and that 
our obedience is acceptable to God, and will 
penny: be rewarded, only Genen him, Ron 
Theſe are perfectly conſiſtent —5 one ano- 
ther. An holy temper, a pious and. godly 
life, may be required as the conditions of 
happ ineſs, as the meaſure according "v4 


nefit 


1 
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nefit itſelf is gratuitous, and. flows from the. 
99 1 mercy and love of God. We 

ſhow. the neceſſity of an inherent 
ie to qualify for the favour of _ 

| God, and eternal life, and yet ipſiſt that i it 
is through the merit and mediation f 
Chriſt that we are accepted to happineſs. 

And this is agreeable. to the Goſpel - 
Scheme; which though it. does honour to 
the grace of God, and leads us to a high 
regard for the, mediation of Chriſt, yet de- 
clares we ſhall be dealt with according to. 
our works, that not every one that ſays unto 
2 Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the. king- 

dom of beaven, but be ho. does the will © 

my father who 3s in heaven--that, Chriſt 

Feſus is the author of eternal ſalvation o 

them -who obey bim and that bleſſed are they. 

| that ds bis commandments, me they may aug 
a right to the tree of life. 

Ĩ 22.) Since it was a righteouſneſs. mere= 
ly: ritual, and external, that the Apoſtle 
diſclaims, | we learn the inefficacy of this, 
in order to our acceptance with 
——There was nothing the Apoſtle more 
warmly ; oppoſed, than men placing con- 
fidence in this. The religion of Nr 
recommends. itſelf to us from the 
ty and ſpirituality of it. And Chriftanity 
(1 mean that Which is, truly ſuch). conſiſts 
in the practice of real undiſſembled Feen | 
neſs. That teaches us that no privilege. of. 
N or birth, no A advantages 

Whatever 
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whatever wilt avail, where purity of heart 

and life" are wanting. The Ki — of Gu? 

i not meat and drink, but ri Rh, ond 

peace, and Foy in the Holy GB. For be 
who in thefe things fer verb 2 is acceptable 

10 God, and approved ef men. It pol. 
fible for any in a worſe manner to de- 

| _ceive' themſelves, than by building upon 

| this or the other external 3 — which 

| they think they injoy above others; they 

are no further to be valued! than as a mean 

of promoting the practice of real goodneſs. 

Without this, they will encreaſe their guilt, 

|  qnd aggravate their condemnation. No 
| _ party conſiderations can in the leaſt avail 

Wich him, who is the righteous Lord, who 

| 2 'Joyeth righteouſneſs, and whoſe countenance 

 beholds the upright. It is not a zealous 

attachment to particular forms or rites of 

; worſhip, nor the warmeſt oppofition to 

them, that can recommend us to his re- 

|  gards ; ; it is not the being of this or the 

other communion, that will at all avail 
to our. acceptance, without inward - holi- 
'nefs, and ſuch a - converſation as becomes 

1 the Goſpel. Men may fet a high value upon 

| theſe. things, and place them inſtead of __ 

pPiety and virtue, but it is the moſt 

| rous delufion in all the world. ee a 

s and ial God, nothing will 

land the teſt, — the ſteady en ae. 

tice of righteouſneſs. It is not the ſoundeſt 

faith, nor 158 warmeſt zeal for truth _ 

t at ; 


„ 
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- that will meet with the leaſt regafd from 


| God, ſeparate from 'a life of goodneſs.— 
Without a faith that works by love, We 
axe nothing in God's account, whateyer we 
are in our own, lt is a temper and life 
formed upon the amiable temper” and ſpirit 
of the Goſpel, that can give us any c fin 
to the character or the wu of Chriſtians. 
Love to God, and univerſal love and charity 
to all men, is the very genius of the Golpel ; 
and without which, it has never anſwered 
ts main end and deſigu upon us. 


Let us not place any 1 upon 
che out-works, the mere 4 of 
teligion, but ftrive to excell in every  vir- 


tue; then it will appear that our faith "is | 

4 genuine, vital principle, which we ſhall % 3 

feel the comfort of ourſelves, and that will 

ö be found to ptaiſe, and bonour, and glory 
| at the folemn OTE of * Chriſt, | 
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